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each night in some inn, he set out by day to learn
all that he could of the places he visited. He noted
down the charafter of the countryside, the kind of
crops that were growing, and the occupations and
customs of the peasants.

At Berlin he called on people of note, visited the
churches and museums, watched the soldiers drill-
ing, admired the fine buildings of the FrederichStadt
and enjoyed mingling with the busy throng in the
market-place. In the library he was interested in
Charlemagne's own Bible, which was then 800 years
old. He saw books written in Chinese and copies
of the Mohammedan bible, the Koran.

As he sat in the coach which took him from
Berlin to Dresden, he read a little book about the
worms which eat their way into the wood of ships.
The Story of how these worms destroy the wood so
interested him that he afterwards wrote about them
in his journal and added his own suggestions as to
how the wood could be preserved. The worms,
he learnt, make very small holes as they enter the
wood, but, as they eat their way in, they grow
larger. If two worms meet, head to head, advanc-
ing from opposite dire&ions, they often die for want
of power to turn sideways. Swedenborg notes
down his own ideas on how the damage could be
prevented. He thought the best way was to char
the surface of the wood and to follow this up by